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To the Right Honourable 


Sir JOHN SOMMERS, Kr. 


Lord Keeper of the Great Seal of England, 
and one of His Majeſty's moſt Honou- 
rable Privy Council. 


MY LORD, 


Efleing upon the hearty Aﬀettion 
R that you bear both to His Maje- 
ſty's Perſon and Government, and 
the Greatneſs of the Poſt in which you 
now ſtand, which renders you ſerviceable 
to both ; I have preſumed to ſhelter this 
plain Diſcourſe under your Honour's Pa- 
tronage, and ſent it abroad into the 
World under the Prote&ion of your 
Name. 
The Deſign of it is to convince ſome, 


to confirm others, and to ſhew how ſin- 
cerely zealous I am for the Publick Good 


A 3 both 
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The Dedication. 


both of the Church and State. TI hum- 
bly beg your Honours Pardon for my 
Prefumption. in this Dedication, ſince here- 
by only I have the Advantage of demon- 
ſrating my zealous AfﬀeRtions towards, 
and - grateful Acknowledgment of your 
excellent Merits, and to. ſhew how much 


I am, 
MY LORD, 
Your Lordſhips moſt 
Humble, moſt Grateful, 
and Obedient Servant, 


Will. Corbin. 


To 


mo ſ. To the Worſhipful 
One of His Majeſty's Juſtices of the 
Peace for the County of Middleſex, 
— AND 


To the reſt of the Pariſhioners of the Pariſh of 
Bromley St. Leonards in te fad COUNTY. 


all, of you from the Pulpit, it now returns to 
A A. refreſin your Memories from the Preſs; not 
that I queſtion your ſteady Loyalty to his Majeſty's Per- 
fon, and true Aﬀettion to his Government, nor from any 
ambitious Temper in me to appear to Print, eSpecially 
n this Carping Age ; but, to gratifie the repeated De- 
fires and earneſt Solicitations of ſome of you to whom IT 
am highly obliged, I therefore make a Preſent hereof 
to you; accept of it therefore in the plain Dreſs in which 
it was deliverd. Tour Earneſt Defures were the Mid- 
teefe that uſhered it into the World ; and therefore how 
miſ-ſhapen ſoever it is, call it your own. The Defugn 
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; S thes Diſcourſ e reached the Bars of moſs, or 


of it is laudable, and it may ſerve, by the Bleſſing of 
Eh (if F/ into the hands of any ſuch ) es. of 
the Minds of thoſe that are wavering im thetr Aﬀetions 
to the Preſent Government, to convince and fulence the 
Bnzmies thereof, and perſwade all to a Holy and Chri- 
ftran Emulation, \ of exceeding each” other m thetr Loy- 
alty to the KING, in their true Aﬀettions to his Go- 
vernment, and diligent Endeavours, in their ſeveral 
Capacities, for the Preſervation of both, and to engage 
all in a Charitable and Chrifttan Deportment one toward 
another. And that it may bave this happy Effef# upon 
all, is the earneſt Deſire and hearty Prayer of, 


W orſbipful and Beloved, 


| Your Paithful and Obliged, 
( thi Unwonthy )-Moniſter: 


W. C. 


EZRA 


EZRA II. 11. the former part. 


And they ſung together by courſe, in prat- 
.» feng and giving thanks unto the Lord: 
. becauſe be is good, for bis mercy endureth 
* for ever toward Iſrael. 


S Troubles and Aflictions call for Repentance 
and Humiliation, fo Days of Victory and Deli- 
verances call aloud for Rejoycing and Thankf- 
| * giving. | 
© For the grateful Acknowledgment of Favours receiv'd, 
1s a mighty Obligation upon Almighty God to beſtow 
more and greater Favours upon a People. 
__ God hath, bleſſed be his Name, to all other his Fa- 
vours and Advantages (which he hath given our KING 
againſt His and Our Enemies) added this one, of Deli- 
vering ſo ſtrong a Fortreſs (which our Enemies poſlefſed ) 
into his Hands. 
' In the Strength of which, being ſo mightily encrea- 
ſed both by Art and Treaſure fince they bad the Pof- 
ſeſſion of it, they mightily encouraged themſelves, and 
thought perhaps, with the proud Sons of Azak, that 
no Foice could ftand before them : But, bleſled be God, 
fome of them have lived to ſee themſelves deceived, tho 
Multitudes have periſhed 5 which hath not a little advan- 
ced the Subject of our Praifes this Day: and to add to the 
Glory and Triumph of ſo fignal a Vitory, God, in his 
infinite Mercy, hath made uſe hereof, to deliver —_— 
| D-. | _ 


4A Thanksgrving Sermon for 
Thouſands of our own Soldiers, who were treacherouſly 
_deliver'd over to, and detain'd in the Captivity of our 
*Enemies; and that by the Condud@ of onr Renowned and 
 HMuſtrious KING WIELIAM, 'for whoſe Safety we 
"praiſe God this Day, as for ſo ſignal a Victory he hath 
"obtained againſt. His and Our Enemies in this bis Expe- 
ditior?. | | 
- Ard oh! that every one of our Hearts. and Lives, as 
well as- our Lips. and; Tongues, . would- ananimouſly and 
ſincerely pratfe and magnifie the Rack of our Sxtvarion, 
the Lord of Hoſts, and ſug together: by. courſe, in praiſing 
' and giving thanks unto the Lord, becauſe he is good, for his 
' mercy endureth for-ever toward. Iſrael. . 
The Text and. the Occaſion are happily met togerher, 
and. both: are joyned in one Duty. _ 4 
The Thankſgiving, in the Text, was made upon the 
Eaying of the Foundation of the New Temple which was 
'to be in the room. of that which was built by Solomor and 
deſtroyed by the: King of Babylon. _ | 
And the: Vi&ory which, God, hath given our King, and 
the Safety and. ProteQion of his Perſon, is the Subje&t of 
this Days ThankG@iving 
And we are met together at this time, to acknowledge 
and adore the Infinite Wiſdom and Power. of Altnighty 
God, in. contriving and bringing ſach mighty things to 
: _ How. light ſoever. aur Enemies may make of this AQi- 
on, yet I hope it will prove tobe of Conſequence to cor- 
rok their Pride, and. a. juſt Retribution for their Cru- 
- . For doubtleſs, God, who hath not been an idle Spe- 
ator; of. their Pride-and Blaſphemy, of their cruel and 
unchriſtian Carriage, will haye a time to.corre& them 
Io: hood Sacbem died. iro 1 
..- And who can tell, bat this is the Seafon which oy 
at 
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Hi Majeſty s Preſervation, &«c:. 

hath appoimed for the Performance of fo great a Work, 
as that of Relieving almoſt all the Chriſtian World from 
the Tyranny and Rage, from the unjuſt Invaſions, and 
proud Inſults of, not long fince, a growing Tyrant 3 
I mean, Lewis XIV. who I hope will, in a little more 
tune, be a dejefted and ſneaking Nothing, in reſpe& of 
onr Heroick and fliaſtrious KING : and, through the 
good Providence of God, the Affairs of the World at 
this time ſeem to be diſpoſed for ſuch a Pertormance, by 
the wife Condut, diligent Care, and undauated Cou- 
rage, of our Renowned King W1LLIAM, whom God 
long, long preſerve, to be a Terrour to France, and for: 
the Honour, Safety, and Welfare, of all the Reformed 
Churches in the World. 

God hath had a peculiar Care of his Charch in all Apes, 
and he hath never wanted Inſtruments to reſcue and deli- 


ver her, when im his infinite Wiſdom he hath thought it. 


molt convenient : We have many Inſtances to this pur- 


pole in the Holy Scriptures, beſides thoſe in Humane- 


ory. 


- God, weread in Holy Writ, preſerved the Church of- 


the Jews, by the Condutt of Joſeph and Moſes, of Joſhme, 
of David, of Either, and i road and X7 that. 
time, his Church hath been ever dear to him in all Ages. 
he hath {ſtill appeared for her in her Diſtreſſes and AﬀMi- 
Cons, and by ſome means or other ( as his infinite Wiſ- 


dom hath thought moſt convenient) hath wrought our- 


her Deliverance, fometimes by ordinary, and ſometimes 
by extraordinary means, and preſerved h-r in the midſt 
of imminent Dangers : and this hath been proved true 
more than once within-the Experience of two or three 


Generations palt. 
| God did heretofore make uſe of {orſtuxtize, juſtly tt- 


led Gree?, for the Patronage, Defence, and Support of: 


tis Church, in whoſe MT" 4 Nation may juſtly glo- 
| 2: ry: 


A Thankggiving Sermon for 
ry: And m this Generation,. God hath not been wanting 
to give us extraordinary and ſignal Inſtances of that Care 
which he hath (till for-his Church amongſt us, in raiſing 
up our Valiant and Renowned King WILLIAM, te be a 
Patron 'too, and the Deliverer and Defender thereof; 
that when we were even brought to the very brink of 
Ruin, and in the eyes of Humane Probability, we had 
{ſcarce any way left to eſcape, then God ſent us a 
Deliverer, in an extraordinary manner, and gave him 
extraordinary Succeſs, beyond the ExpeQations either of 
his Friends or Enemies; and hath from time to time pre- 
ſerved and ſecured his Perſon from many ſecret Machina- 
tions, and open Violences of his Enemies, and given Suc- 
ceſs to his Arms; yea, in this preſent Expedition, hath 
given evident Demonſtrations of his Care of him, and 
hath given him ſach Succeſs which I hope is but a Fore- 
taſte or Specimen of what Succeſs he deſigns him, if our 
Sins do not prevent it. ; 

Let us therefore ſpzg together in courſe, according to the 
Example of the Text, and with all the Intentions and 
Powers of our Souls praiſe ard give thanks unto the Lord, 
for he is good, and his mercy endureth for ever towards Iſrael. 

In diſcourſing of theſe Words, I ſhall obſerve, 


1, The Duty of Praiſe and Thankſgiving 3 and then 
take notice of the Obje& thereof: 


Il. I ſhall ſpeak ſomething briefly to the Subjett of this 
Praiſez which may ſerve as an Argument to prove the 
Reaſonableneſs of the Duty. 


II. Shew you the manner how it ought to be perform- 
ed, with the Qualifications with which it muſtbe accom- 
panied to render it acceptable to God, and profitable to 
our Selves; and ſo conclude with ſome brief Reflexions 
upon our Duty. I begin 


His Majeſty's Preſervation, &c. 5 
I begin with the Firſt 5 (viz..) The Duty of Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving. And this is always incumbent . upon the 
receiving of Bleſſings 5 and therefore the Holy Prophet 
calls. upon Men oftentimes in one Plalm, to praiſe the Lord 
for his Goodneſs, and declare the Wonders that he doth for Pial. 107. 
the Children of Men 5, yea, he calls upon the Heavens and , 7 wy 
the Earth, and the Stars, yea the Angels in Heaven, to 
praiſe the Lord, and he himſelf will praiſe him conti- 96.715, 
rally. ' 
And this is ſometimes expreſſed by ſhewing forth, 
P/al. g. 1. ſometimes by declaring his Doings, Pal. 96. 3o. 
and to exalt his Praiſe, 1/2. 38. 18. and many more. 
And therefore I obſerve in the 
Second place, That this Praiſe muſt have a determinate 
Object 3 and that we muſt acknowledge to be twofold, 
principally God, and ſecondarily our BenefaQors, as the 
Inſtraments of God. 
Firſt, The principal Obje& of our Praiſe and Thanks 
is God; for 'tis from him that every good. and perfe# Gift Jam.1.17. 
cometh, faith the Apoſtle, -and iz him that we live,: move, 
and have our being. He is eminently the Obje& of our 
Praiſe, as well for thoſe excellent and divine PerfeGtions 
that are in him, as for thoſe abundant Bleſſings and Fa- 
vours which he beſtoweth upon us, which deſervedly 
require our Praiſe and Adoration; and therefore our 
Praiſe is ſometimes taken for the whole Worſhip of God, 
as St. Payl intimates, but more eſpecially for that, Joy and Rom. :. 
Gladneſs which we conceive of his Goodneſs. |. Pal. g2. 5. 
For beſides thoſe Excellencies that dwell in him, we 
have innumerable Benefits to praiſe and thank God for, 
which I need not now ſtand to enumerate, foraſmuch 
as the repeated Aﬀauence of them may be ſufficient to 
lead an ingenious Temper to the Acknowledgment of that 
Bounty which beſtoweth ſuch good things upon us. We 


have our Beings, and all thoſe neceſſary Supports which 
are 


6 


Pſal. 145. 
26, 
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#fe feqtiired to 'Yaſtein und refreſh us, from God ; he 
openeth 'hishand; and filleth-all things living with plen- 
t6 455 our Wool, and our-Flax, er Corn, oar Wine, 


_ ant} Oyl,” comes/all fromthe Bounty of God, and are of 


_.*. , excdknt uſe to\ſapport and (ſtain onr hmane Nature. 


© 'And the Ordinefces of God, the Word preached, and 


the $zcraments dudly adminiſtred, are of excelitent trfe, 


to begerin vs, and preſerve ns to, a fpiritus) and eternal 
Life; for which, the pious Examples and the renowned 
AHons of thoſe that have gone before ns inthe Faith of 
Jefus'Chrift, are ro ſara Advantage, and may ferve to 
excite our Ditigence to write aſter their Copy, that at 
laſt we may be Partakers of the fame Glory with them 
m the Kingdom of Heaven : Al which comes from God, 
and we ought to praife and'thank God for them all, 

-:But that-which we -come hither this to praiſe 'and 
thank God for more peculiarly, is ſach a'Blefiing, as we 
know not well how to exprel$ it * it is the Preſervation 
of his Majeſty's Perfon im the midſt of fo. eminent and 


| great Datigers; by whom, as'God's Inſtrament;'we enjoy 


all'the forementioned Bleſſings. | 
And we praife and thank-God this Day for the Succeſs 
of his Arms againſt ſuch an- #mportant, and almoſt im- 
pregnable Fortification, which he hath valiamly wrefted 
out of the poſſeſFon- of onr Enemies, almoſt in the ſight 
of:their whole Army. 

Andthatby his Condutt, God hath delivered ſo many 


: Thouſands of our own Soldiers out of the Captivity of 


_ Enemies, who. were treacheronſly delivered unto 
ay | 

We acknowledge the Providence of God principally 
in- the performance of all this ; and therefore we princt- 
pally praiſe and thank: God for them, as alſo for thok 
wats Bleſſings which we have received, which we know 
not. well how: to. expreſs the Greatneſs of.. 
58 t 


His Majeſty's Preſervation, '&c. 

Ie 1s for the Conſervation of our pure Religion, which 
{ beyond any thing that the Enemies thereof could ever 
yet make appear} is the moſt" pure Religion ( both in 
its Conſtitution and Difcipline, in its Preceprs: and! Do- 
&rine ) that is this day- in the World; 

We rw and thank God alſo for the free and publick 
Exerciſe of his Worſhip, without any Idolatrous Injun&ii- 
ons, or the giddy Inventions of Mercenary Prieſts. 

And farther, for the Conſervation'of our Civil Rights 
and: Properties we bleſs and thank God this Day ; all 
which, through his Goodneſs, are now ſecured to: us, 
contrary to, and beyond the Expe@ations of our Enemies, 
yea, beyond onr own Hopes, not many Years ago; 
which cannot yet be forgotten by any thinking Perſon; 
and that God' hath, in his infinite Wiſdern and Goodneſs, 
raiſed up ſuch an Inſtrument for - our 'Prefervation and 
Defence, and' the Conſervation of all theſe ſingular and 
great Privileges: So that all our Fears and Jealouſies in 
our Selves, and all the'crael D:figns-and Machmations of 
© onr Enemies, have hitherto'come to nothing; ahd'l hope 
-will come to nothing im refpe& of our Diſadvantage for 
ever. All which, we obtain an enjoy by 'the wiſe Con- 
do&@ and valiant Deportment of our Blaſtrtous and Gra- 
cions King WILLIAM, for whom: we praiſe and thank 
the God off Heaven, who hath raiſed' wp ſuch a noble In- 
ſtrument upon Farth thus to defend znd' ſecure' us, and 
'preſerve all theſe Advantages'to ns, and who hath-alrea- 
dy, it a great meaſure, been inftramental to corre& the 
Pride, and' bring down the hiph'Conceits of all 'otr Ene- 
-rmites, that dare own themſelves publickly tobe fo, who 
would Yong ere this time have debauch'd' our Religion 
with an'[dojatrons Soperſtirion, ſequeſtred onr Civil Pro- 
perties, and made our Lives a Prey to their Ambition 
and” Cruelty, if God had not prevented' them': And that 
this was their 'Defign, was conſpictors to all the many 
OE ay l 
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4 Thanksgrving Sermon. for . 
if their Power;could -bave, prevailed,z. for we of theſe 
Kingdoms could not expe& to-fare. better under the Pow- 
er of Frarce-xhan their qwn Native SubjeGs, which is no- 
toriouſly. known;tp all the World. | 
We therefare praiſe, and;thank -God, who.is the Rock 
of Qur Salvation,- who/harh raiſed ;up.for us ſo noble and 
glorious an Inſtrument, and by him hath :hitherto pre- 
vented: their . Deſigns, And .preſeryed him to, this. -Day, 
againſt all;itheir-Contrivance)(treacheronſly and ſecretly) 
to aſlaſſinate his Royal.Perſon.more than once, ſince they 
eould not. prevail. againſt .him. by; their open Attempts : 
But Ggd hath, hitherto-.prevented. their Deſigns againſt 
him; and, ; we-hopes Will bring him back. in Safety now 
al(o,.40 6i;;apan his Lhrone, and long, long, govern 
theſe, Kingdoms, notwithſtanding; whatſoever Malice, 
whateexer, Trealon,, whatloever, the : Cruelty of, France 
and Hell.can:contrive,, and that in ſp1 ht of all his Ene- 
;mics,. he may-long. be a poblick. Bleſſing to, theſe King- 
dams;: and'all the;Reformed Churches in the World may 
rejayces hium,.and thank.and praiſe God, together with 
us, -foscrajfiogcup.19 noble.an; Inſtrument. for their 2nd 
_ . our-Safety and-Deliverance 3; who is in the ſecond Place, 
being fo noble” a 'BenefaRor,-a fit Objet of our Thanks 
and Praiſe, who hajh. ſo often hazarded' bis Life, and as 
it were, lightly.,efteemed-the Glory,, Eaſe, ;ang Pleaſure, 
-with: ywbich-an. Japerial Crown; is generally attended 3 
_ and: all for:the Safety of our. Lives, to.preſerve our Pro- 
perties,. and to. ſecure. us, againſt all the. unjuſt Invaſions 
and proud. lnfultations of our. ayowed. Enennes, for which 
he-well deſerves our Thanks and Praiſe : And yet there 
axe; ſome.-malevolent, and, wicked Spirits, ſtill among us 
(thei more's. the. pity). who are; ſo. ungratefu], that they 
will not only. not own, but deſpiſe and undervalue him 
for allthis: But I hope the Number of ſuch ungrateful 
ſe So In- 


People is but {mall,. and that they will now fee - 
8 | | T- tere 
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His Majeſty's Preſervation, &c. 
tereſt, and be aſhamed of their Folly, and joyn together 
with us in thanking and praiſing our moſt Gracious 
and DREAD. SOVERAIGN for what he hath done for 
us, and for what we enjoy by his means, and return kim 
our hearty Afﬀe@ions, and deport cur ſelves toward him 
and his Government with all Loyalty and Obedience eve- 
ry day, and together put up our moſt devout Prayers to 
the God of Heaven this Day, that his farther Succeſs (in 
all his Enterprizes) may be proportionable to the Good- 
neſs of his Cauſe; and then we may confidently expe, 
that our Enemies may be rooted out from among us, and 
not able to appear abroad againſt us, and our ſelves, and 
all that is dear to us, be ſecured againſt all the Attempts 
of France and Hel. 

A Foretaſte of which, we celebrate in our Praiſes 
and Thankſgiving this Day ( for the ſingular Preſervation 
of our KING, and the noble Victory obtained by him in 
| this his Expedition, ) which is but an Earneſt of what 
God farther deſigns us by his Condud, if we are not 
wanting to our ſelves. 

And this we may conclude, not from any Goodneſs or 
Excellency that is in us, for God knoweth we are a dil- 
obedient and wicked People, but for the Wickedneſs of 
our Enemies, and thoſe mamfold-Blaſphemies with which 
they have blaſphemed God, and for thoſe many Affronts 
which they have put gpon his Mijeſty, who is a jealous 
God, and witl not let ſuch impudent and daring Offen- 
ders go unpuniſhed 3 and therefore we may expect that 
God will appear, and vindicate his Honour againſt fo 
bold and daring Enemies : this he hath begun to do 
already, for which we come hither to thank and praiſe 
him this Day. 

And I would to God, that the Hearts of all the Inha- 
| bitants of this Kingdom really meant what they expreſs 
with their Tongues, or ought to _— upon this _ 

: | 19n, 
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. 4 Thankggrving Sermon for 
on. that we may not offer to God the Sacrifice of 
ools. | 
\ And that we may all of us ſhew forth the Praiſes of 
God throughout the whole courſe of our Converſations, 
by our religious and pious Lives, as we do this Day by 
the Sound of our Lips; for this God expeceth from us, 
and gives us great Encouragement ſo to do; For if ye will 
fear the Lord, faith the Prophet, and ſerve him, and not 
rebel againſt the Command ment of the Lord, then ye ſhall con- 
tinue, and' alſo the King that reigneth over you. 
Thus then & have briefly hinted to, you the Duty, viz. 
Thapks and Praiſe, with the Obje&t thereof, which is 
principally God, and; ſecondarily our BenefaQors : I have 


 alſogiven you ſome brief Hints concerning. the Subject of 


Pal. 58.7. 


our Thanks and: Praiſes,' iz. all the Good, we enjoy, and 
particularly. this Day, for the Prefervation of our Graci- 
ous and Dread Soveraign in fo many and great Dangers, 
to which he hath been ſo often expoſed+in this his Expedi- 
I and for the: Succeſs of his Arms both by Land and 
Ea. | | 

For which (if we knew how to frame it) /et ws ſing 
unto the Lord:a new Song ( according to the Prophet's In- 
janRion ) becauſe he bath done marvellous things - and let 
us, according to the Preſident in the Text, ſig together 
in courſe, that is, now:we are called together by Pablick 


Authority for this Exerciſe, and praiſe and thank God, be- 


canſe he is good, and his mercy endureth for ever towards our 
Ifrael. 
"; or repeated Favours, and-new Viftories, call for re- 
peated Praiſes and: Thankſgiving, and' wil put ingenious 
and:grateful Spirits upon inventing new Songs to. praiſe 
God withal : let us therefore praiſe him for his excellent 
Greatneſs, and praiſe him for his excellent Works 3 and 
let the high Praiſes of God be in our mouths all this Day 
eſpecially. | | | Pg 
at 


Bot alas! what will our Praiſes ſignifie to him! we on- 
ly hereby demonſtrate, that we are not ſtupidly inſenſi- 
ble of the great and wonderful Bleſſings and Favours of 
God; and thisis our Duty not only at this time, and up- 
on this Day, but throughout the whole Courſe of our 
Converſations; and as every day affords us new Benefits, 
ſo every day ſhould engage us 1a new Praiſes, which if we 
fairhfully perform, will engage God to beſtow more and 
greater Bleſlings upon us, as I intimated before. 

The Wiſdom of God is able to find out all the Contri- 
. yvances of Men ; and ſuch is his Power, that he will difſi- 
pate and expel all thoſe that are levelled againſt his 
Church, and turn the Wiſdom of all Achitophels into 
Fooliſhneſs: And this he hath done often to our own Ex- 
perience. : 

Yea, he will give a Symbol of his Preſence with all ſuch 
as faithfully and devoutly thank and praiſe him ; for 
when the Iſraelites lifted up their Voice, with Trumpets 
and Cymbals, to make one Sound to be heard, in prai- 
ſing and thanking the Lord, becauſe he is good, and his 
Mercy endureth for ever, ther the houſe was filled with the 2 Chren 
cloud, even the houſe of the Lord. 5: 13e 
_ . And our Praiſes and Thankſgiving for Mercy received, 
is the ready way to obtain more and greater, if perfor- 
med with a hearty Sincerity, and without Hypocrilie 3 
for the ſame Wiſdom, the ſame Power, the ſame Good- 
neſs, and the ſame Providence, is engaged and concern- 
ed for onr Good which hath hitherto been, it our In- 
' gratitude prevent it not. | 

General Mercies require general Praiſes and Thanks, 
and ſuch are the Mercies which we commemorate this 
Day; and the Effect of ſuch our Praiſes, it hearty and 
fincere, will appear to our particular Advantage 3 for if 
we are thankful for a little, we thereby entitle our ſelves 
to much ; though the Mercies which we — 
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4 Thanksgiving Sermon for. 
this Day, cannot be faid to be littlez, which if we make 
that Improvement of as God requires, we ſhall intereſt 
our ſelves in more and greater than thoſe. 

For God's Treaſury. is never exhauſted 3. he hath Vi- 
Qories {till in ſtore, and Deliverances ſtill ready, for a 
thankfil and grateful People :: whereas Ingratitude will 
cauſe him to hold his hand, and render an Ungratefu] 
People, as unworthy of Mercies in themſtlves, ſo deſpi- 
ſed and reje&ed. by others, an Inſtance of which we have 
in the. Jews, who for..their.Ingratitude are a-People re- 
3-ted by all the World to. this day, _ 

The City. of. Athens was npbraided.with monſtrous In: 
gratitude, and that jaſtty too, for that ſhe ſuffered thoſe 


Mittiader, Worthies to die in Ignominy and Oblivion, who by their 


Ariftides, 


Solon, and 
others... 


-vertuous -Endeavours had raiſed her up upon the Pillars 


of Fame; and brought. a.great deal. of -Glory and Ho- 


'nour to. that City ; but the City covered: them with the 


inglorious Duft of Obſcurity : and this is remembred ta 
the great Diſhonour of once a flouriſhing and famous 
City, and will neyer. be forgotten. to_ the End of the. 


World. | 


Ingratitnde, faith the Prophet, is/as the Sin of Witch- 


"craft; ir's a Sore, and a Plague. 


If we therefore ſhould paſs by ſuch ſignal Bleſſings ( as: 
this Sammer's- Expedition: hath afforded ;us) without 
Praifes to God, and bleffing the King, we may well be 
cenfared for onr: intolerable Ingratitude, and may juſtly 
provoke God to blaſt our, farther Defigns,. and render 
ts; as the City of Athens, ( which was once famous ) now 
deſpiſed, .and that not only by. Almighty God,. but all 
the Nations round about, us, and, eſteemed unworthy of 
any more Bleſfings. hes 
-  F believe there are. ſcarce .any .but what pretend to, 
give Thanks, this Dzy, or are fo daringty bold to op- 
poſe Atthority herein, and ran Counter, publickly, to, 

- TE the 
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the general Opinion and Praftice of the Body of the 
Nation. 

/ Yer it is to be ſeared, and-it may be aſlerted too, with- 
.out a breach of Chriſtian Charity, that there are bur too 
many ſuch among us,. who, as the Prophet faith, Draw 


near to God with their Lips, while their Hearts are far from 


him; who ſeemingly praiſe - God for the Safety ot our 
KING, and the Victory which he hath obtained over 
his Enemies, with the reſt of his Loyal Subj-&s, .yet in. 
their Hearts, it may be, curſe the KING, or at leaſt 


ſecretly laugh at thoſe who are more zealous and devout. 


in Praiſing and Thanking God for his Safety (than them-; 
ſelves.) Tis plain enough, beyond ContradiCtion, that 
there have been many ſuch in this Generation 5 and. 


L ſhould mightily rejoyce if there were none-ſuch in this - 


day.. . 
The Grecians. had. a Proverb .among:- them which cer- 


tainly concluded againſt themſelves, -and I fear may be - 


applicable to ſome in. this Generation, though I hope to. 
none that are here.preſent, Agamemnon, for the Ho- 
our of Greece, had-.done great Service to the Conqueſt , 
and Subverſion of Troy, and when he. came home, was ſuf- 


fer'd to be ſlain by his own Wife : the Applications. plain | 


and eaſfie. 


Our Gracious and Dread SOVERAIGN kath.expoſed : 


himſelf much beyond the common Methods of Crowned. 
Heads, in the- Service and for the Advantage. of theſe 
Kingdoms : He hath baniſhed our Fears, and reſcued us 
out of Danger 3 he hath ſecured our. Religion and Pro- 
| perty.to us, if the Fault be not our. own 3 if, like the J/- 


raelites which were delivered. out of the Bondage of 


Ezypt, we are not uneaſie till we be bound again. 

I. may be bold- to fay, fame ſuck: there are (LI grieve 
to-ſpeak it, and yet it is but too true) who endeavour 
to- blaſt the Fame, and. leſſen. the Merit of our Glorious 


and. 
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_ and Rehowned /PRINGE util SOVERAIGN, 
and: ang OcreO Jyenually endeayour to overthrow his Go- 
aft in: the' Hearts and Aﬀettions of his 
Prop Hos ;, "and. is fu be” naturally -concladed from 
on uvhb ecoltitng Deporrwents towards him and his 
Govetrtmeny, 
For this we ray coriclude as a general Mazim, That 
. wholoever ſhall refuſe to Fiyear Fealty and Allegiance to 
the' KING, \from any Pretetice jt mire tk will not be 
Bn ge bis Endeavors toextirpate his Government, 
cleanly yin” the AfeQtons;of his. People, and dethrone 
his Perfoh roo, Whenſoever'it hill be in the power of 
their hand to 4 its which God of his infinite Mercy 
prevenit. | 
"Such Prins may juſtly be ſtigmatized with a Mark of 
horrible Jngratitude, both to God and the KING: 
ind' we tay. eoticlade, that they ſhall be ſeverely, ac- 
countable ti to God ). one day for all this, whatſoever 
their' prehenfions and Pretences be. Burt I 
hope th — ark of ſach ungratetal Perſons are how 
fall,” chat. they will rior be Tufficient to obſtrudt our 
Happirieſ, or etipgape God to put a Stop to that Succeſs 
which'he defigneth onr KING, of which that of this 
Summers Expedition is a Specimen , or Foretaſte 3. for 
_ which leriys praiſe and thank God, as our Drty Oxyires 
us,” 4and'fing rhe] Praiſes'of God afond, that all the World 
may bearit? 'f mean, live holy -atid re eligions Converſa- 
ae that * others feel ' Ott ol Works, ey 'glorifie our 
Father _—_ is in Heaven, This will E God to 
rs Bro -Life Our Gracious and Vali ant KING ; 
per fn 


is Defigns;” and'to fight his Battds ;' ro con- 

quer hig 'Dneroies, © d to aftt his Officers afid Soldiers, 
as With Courage, ſo with Fajchfulneſs, and with Wiſ- 
don, which are no ſmall Advantages: and ſuch we may 
expett, upon our grateful Acknowledgment, and ſincere 
and 
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and hearty Thanks to God ſor the Bleflings and Favours 
already received. | | 

.. Thus then is the Duty, with the Obje&, and-the Sub- 
J&R thereof 3 which may . be a forcible Argument to 
prove the Reaſonableneſs thereof. The manner of per- 
forming it, I have already briefly hinted at, it muſt be 
3re courſe, as it is in the Text, that. is, in the time ap- 
pointed for the Exerciſe thereof, viz. this Day, ſet a- 
part by publick Authority for this Parpoſe 3 not that 
hereby other Times and Seaſons are excluded for the 
Praifing and Thanking God for his Benefits and Favours, 
which are continued and renewed to us every day, {for 
which we ought to repeat our Thanks and Praiſe every 
day }) but not negle&t to give general and publick 
Thanks and Praiſe to God this day for ſo general and 
publick Bleſſing 3 and let this be done in a due Propor- 
tion according to the Greatneſs of the Mercy we enjoy, 
with Uprightneſs and Sincerity of Heart, with a humble 
Mind, and engaged AfﬀecGtion, which are the Qualificati- 
ons, as. I briefly hinted before, with which our Duty 
maſt be accompanied; and being thus qualified, will be 
accepted, and undoubtedly advance our Proſperity, to 
the Ruin and Overthrow of our Enemies. | 

This will obtain us greater Vicories againſt them, 
ſecure our preſent Advantages, and prevent our future 
. Danger 3 and this, we may expet, will be the happy 
and: bleſſed Effe&s of our hearty Thanks and Praiſe. 

For the Application of all then. 

What remains, but that we be all engaged in the faith« 
ful and zealous Performance of this Daty, as the Nature 
of: the thing requires. 

And: conſider, *tis from God we enjoy all our prefent 
Mercies, and in him are, or ought to be, all our future 
Hopes and ExpeQations : he-made us when we were not, 
and reſtored us when we were loſt: tis he that ſapplicth 
our 
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our. Wan; forgives-out: ics, -and crowns* our Deſigns:z 


and the richer thoſe Benefits are, + the more hearty 
Thanks: they: requirez. great-Deliverances, and ſignal Vi- 
Qories, ſuch as we gormmemoratethis Day, call tor a due 
Proportionin our 6% 07 ret rne 5 for where much is 
en, Mach is alſ6;vequired 
- All that we have 1s: ver us of God, and all that we 


enjoy: is-from. him, -end' is-not the Prodution of blind 


e Philoſopher ighs) Ge the "Stars! 10" the Water, 
-though he canld! notiſee the Water in the Stars; *cis not 
: the Stars; bur-God-that governs the World, for all things 
. are diſpoſed of according to: his Diretions. 
har the Aſtronomerimagined to find inthe Heavens, 
:1 ameſure;may;be:found here below : Carcer is-not there 
: bur, here, s9i%« many! Apoſiates,: retrograde-to Goodneſs, 
. Piery,, and Religions here! is Scorpio' the! Slariderer and 
\Blaſphemer'3-: here; and not ithere,' are-thoſe Depreſlors, 
and. covetous: Detrauders, and; Serpents: which hurt and 
Dy. 00e-anather 3: bere:-below, and nbt a1 Heaven, 
zoſe Bulls and-Goats; iPtrſecutors, and-uticlean Per- 
D vt. Lions- rampant, and Rams aflailant, that puſh and 
devour one anqther,. the more's-the pity. 
Tis ſtrange to-behold, and: yet too true to be denied, 
that Men endued with: rational Souls, and rapable of im- 
mortal Glory, ſhogld/a& fo irrationally. // 
1s this the Gratitude'we-owe to God: 2-4E ſo, fare this 
excellent Quality hath loſt! its-propet: Virtue: "Is this to 
praiſe, .and give Thanks to God, 'for-ſach ſignal Tokens 
of his Love and Favour? : iz 'to-run; Cotnter tochis holy 
Laws? if fo, we'may expe no other:Effe& thereof than 
the Apoſile indicates, that/if we-bite and devour one ano- 
ther, we.may be deſtroyed one of another, and the Com- 
mon ERmny AP fallow us all. | 


It 
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Jt was. the Diviſions. and Diſcords of Jeruſalem, to» 
gether with - their pO SRnge, ' that wrovught their 
' Ruin; and it may do ours unleſs we ſpeedily amend. 

The. Murm ;of. the 17 aelites in the Wilderneſs 
was, the Cagſe __ many of them were deſtroyed, and 
never entered into the Land of Promiſe : Letts then, 4 
bythe Foreſight of their Ruin, prevent our own. | 

Our Fears are. now evaporated, and our Danger at 
preſent ſeems to be over, -and yet we will not (l mean, 
ſome. troubleſome Spirits, which breath among, us). 
be content; but let us take heed, ard fit no more, Joh. $.14- 
according to our. Lord's Inſtructions, 4: worſe things © 

| cows, upon us than whatever yet we ave felt, or 
car. 

"We ſeem, generally, to. be well enough: ſatisfied 
with what God. has done for us3z bat many among us 
are ſtill diſlarfied _ the Methods andInſtruments, 
iq, and; by which, God hath brought about fo mighty ' 
a Deliverance 3, as if it were convenient for, and pecu- 
liar to.them, to preſcribe Rules to Infinite Wiſdom. 

Th hey., would Pofienty the. Bleſſings of God, 'but they. 
would have them deſcend upon 'thetn in their own ' 
Clouds, or elſe they ſhall not be eſteemed worth their 
Notice, -but. rather deſerve their Oppoſition. © © 

- And this ſeems to be the plain Language of ſome dif- 
affected People. in this preſent Generation. 

»Qh,. horrid Iogratitude ! altogether unbeconiing the 
Practice of Reaſonable Men, or Chriſtians. 

I would ask a Queſtion, if I knew where to have it 
reſolved, viz. What ſuch Men as theſe wanld-have ? To 
which, .[ "doubt, themſelves cannot ariſver. _ 

. It muſt certainly; be concluded, that they ate'in love 
with Chains, that ſeeing they are looſed from-them, 
they endeavour, what in them lieth, to-bind __ _ 

D afre 
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we commemorate this Day, vis. The Preſervation: of 
our 


His Majeſty s Preſervation,  &c. 
+our Gracious and Tiluſtrions KING, and for the Advan- 
tages which God hath given him againſt His and Our 
»Rnoiniiesi in this Summer's Expedition. -- 
+: And well-may 'the Safety of ſuch a PRINCE: defitne 
(and: require: a _ on Mans DEG and ThanklYj- 
ing 

L-need = now! ive you a Narrative of his Miracu- 

- lous Preſervation, foraſmuch as it hath. been ſo often re- 
. peared in:/your ears: 

Such were the Guards of tis Preſein that hitherto 
 1{bleſſed be His:and our::God ) his Enemies Attempts 
againſt him have been unſucceſsful. 

And befides the ſabfidiary Guards of Men, he had an 
{award Guard:([.donbtnot,) vis.;:the Integrity of his 
»-Mind and Conſcience3 which, though it-do notalways 
{fecure'a Man againſt the:Rage and Violence of Men, yet 
dt arms+a'Man: with Courage .and- Relolacion, to ſtand 
wpainſt and ſaſtain all.  - 
| Beſides which, he had a ſpiritual-Guard too, viz; the 
2devone:Prayers of his Faithful-and Loyal Subjetts, which 
always attended his Preſervation. * ';- - 
21: Yea, he had alſo a-higher and 'more noble Guard, 
which {till attended his Safety, viz. the ProteQion of 
the- Watchful and Powerful Angels , thoſe miniſtring 
$ and thewatchful Providence ofihis great Maker 
imbCzeavor, choſe divine Guards, -which have fenced 
kim in: on every. ſide'as with'a Walt of Fire, which at 
once preſerved his Perſons and. deſtroyed many of his 
Enemies. - 
2i/Bat:i my purpole i is not at -this timeto bring ou back 
to:the'View of his Perils; but to ſtir up your Hearts-to 
a'thankfal Acknowledgment of, and'hearty Thanks and 
Praiſe to God for, his wonderful Profervicion and Sne- 
ceſs, who is juſtly ſtiled The = fender of the Faith. 
KG 3 " He 
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He hath, as'the' Inſtrument of God, beer hitherto 
/.thet Preſerver: ofthis Tertiple among us ( ever fince the 
great Ditpoſer of allthings hath: committed:the Charge 
charco e5-UiiCore! YvyFrom Idols and Superſtition :. and 

-1God: hith hitherto {'blefſed|be- his: Majeſty for: ever) 
preſerved him from-all his Enemies z and we may con- 
-:eladby. that that! Providence that: hathihitherto: preſer- 


* 


-.xed- him;in:fuch:an: extraordinary: manner,” hath defign- 


ed hit for ſome farther Service tothe Chniſttan World, 

(whiteh 3s :more than ofdioary.%10 27 - 

c:c;-For becauſe hs loved [je for ever, Girh the Spirit 
of God by the Prophet; eſtes Sade he him KING, 


nr0.d0 dgment-and; 
- that GD Grow nan this: Head, and 


;Þ hat : hartoz; byra Mirdcle,;preſerved-ir and: bim.to- 


het; pontrary'it6 'the-Deſigns, and-1in ſpights of all 
pheaegh DO Eaand] Hell: For by: me, faith 
the Spirit of God by the- Wiſc-than, Kinge reign, and 


Princes Aevree: Fafſtite..: © 
Hidkhitheeto-deliveted him from all the ſecret 


of "9 


God: 
- Atterpts'andiopen Violences! of his! Enemies: and in 


dimycltoral delivered; that'/we imnight-rejoyceiin his 


" Safety, as: ſometimes the -Rawenr did in; the Recovery 
of Gerinanitzs; : when they ran-with Lampsiand;'Sacrifi- 


--c6$:t0:4be: Gapieol,raid-there ſung; wich Shouts: and 


;Acclamatiands'Selve: Roms) fetuaiPatrie, ſalve Germani- 
"= Aafe,NVand/t « Country: Is fate, and:All 
we 

And the fame' Acclamations of Praiſe well — 
Our Mourhs; this Day," when, we: ſeriouſly. conſider the 
manifold Heng we epjoy'in the Safety of, and-under 

our. Mons: and I 
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For ſuch a KING of Men, under whoſe Govern- 
ment we-enjoy all that our Hearts can wiſh or deſire, 
(3s the preſent Circumſtances of Aﬀairs ſtand, fave 
only. that of his :Royal Preſence among ns, ) let us 
adore and magnifie the great God of Kings. 

And as we ought. in pzivate to fing every day, ſo 
may we with the whole. Nation fing ( with upright 
Hearts and engaged Affecions) in pablick this Day, 
Salovz Britannia; ſalua Eccleſia Anglicana, jalons Guliel- 
2145, the Kingdom is {afe, the Church is ſafe, all our 
Eſtates are fafe,” and we are all {afe and happy in-the 
Preſervation of, and under the thrice Auſpicious Reign 
of our Iloſtrions KING WILLIAM. 

And: I would to God, that as we have great Caufe 
of :Emalation, (Oo we would: be diligent and faith- 
fal 'm 'the' Imitation of the Praiſes: and Thanks of 

Bleſs we then the great King of Kings, for his 
Preſervation,, who as God's Inſtrument preſerveth.our 
Temple.z asthe Trachtes. did for. their King, who butt 


the:Temple, whitſt/the: Leviter and the Singers ſound 2 chron: 


with Harps:and 'Cymbals the Praiſes of the .Lord ours: :2. 


God:; and fay, as it is in the. Text, Praiſe the Lord, 
for ihe 3s good, for-his mercy endureth for ever towards our. 


.* Lex: 08 then, my Brethren, with- prepared Hearts, 
and rehgious! Aﬀecion,, magnifie the glorious Name 
of God, as we pretend: to:doithis Day 5:and, if it be 
poſiible ,let- us, by forme: unuſual -Strains-of united 
Thanks, pierce the very. Skies, and give an Eccho to 
thoſe Celeſtial Quires- which are above, who perpe- - 
tually fing forth the Praiſes, and Glory, and Honour, 
of the Great and Immortal God, "Who fitteth upon the 


Throne for-evermore. . 
In 
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In-one Word, May the God of Heaven till preſerve 

the Perſon of our Dear and Dread SOVER AIGN, and 
convert. or confound all his Enemies. oF 

May the Crown long,” long floariſh upon his. Head, 
and may he -reign gloriouſly-over all that hate him, and 
in the AﬀeQions of all his. SubjeQs. .* 

And may the Keepers. of God's Temple, and the De- 
fenders of the rrue/ Ancient and Apoſtolick Faith among 
us, live and-floarith-3; and: let every true-hearted Exp- 
wo” a ſay; with-one Voice, Amer, Amen,  - ' 

Fea, ler: Amex, the faithful and true. Witneſs in Hea- 
ven,” fay Ames to it. 10: EE | 

And as for our Selves, Let us all (dearly beloved ) 

heartily:and:ſincerely repent of our former Sins, . and re- 
ſolve every one of us in particular, to be: better men, 
and better Chriſtians, and to. ſerve : God with pure 
Hearts and Conſciences, and demean our ſelves always 
10 a Vertuous and Religious Converlation. 
_ 2: And then} we need not fear, but God will ſtill pre- 
ſerve our-KING'and Us from all-His.and-Oar Enemies, 
- and give:us'/a-cornpleat and-entire Victory over them, 
- oa glorious: Perfedtion; and eſtabliſh. us upon the laſt- 
ing Foundations of Peace-and | Happineſs, that we may 
ſtill have-more- and more Occaſion to praiſe, magnifie, 
and adore the God of Heaven, our great and mighty 
Deliverer;-and after the Exampleof the Holy Prophet, 
call in all the:Creatures of God. to. celebrate his Praiſes, 
and ſay with one: Voice, Praife the:-Lord, for he is good, 
and bis mercy endureth for ever towards our Iſrael. 
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